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“Been Good?” 
by 

Suzanne Davis 
 
 

What In the thick of the “Christmas Crazy”, a Dad discovers one of the more dangerous 
deceptions of the holiday—that it’s for those who are good. A monologue to 
open a service. Themes: Christmas, Monologue, Grace, Gift of Jesus, Comedy, 
Just for fun 

 
Who Dad- 30’s   
 
When Present day, a few weeks before Christmas 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

 Dad wears jeans and neat casual shirt 

 
Why Romans 5:6-11 
 
How Timing is crucial—additionally consider, the balance between speaking “above” 

the audience and, at times, speaking directly to audience. 
 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Dad:  So—we’re officially in the thick of the Christmas Crazy. You know exactly 
what I mean. Malls. Stress. “Sleigh Ride” on the radio. Sugar. Rehearsals. 
Events. “Sleigh Ride” again. (Spoken at a faster pace) And your kids, who 
are dragging you through said malls, hyped up on sugar, singing “Sleigh 
Ride”, bouncing off the walls and pretty much just going crazy. 
Christmas Crazy.  

 I confess. Occasionally I’ve been tempted to encourage certain 
behaviors by implying that presents may be contingent on them. (In 
mock defense) Hey, don’t judge me. You’re telling me you’ve never sung 
that “He’s making a list, checking it twice” song? You know that song 
was written by some desperate parent, right? 

 Well, the other day, I was that desperate parent. I was driving, it was late, 
and the two of them were slapping at each other in the back seat. At 
that point, I figured it was time they gave some consideration to that 
“naughty or nice” concept. I put some vocal styling on those lyrics. It got 
really quiet back there—so I’m thinking they’re examining their hearts. 
Hey, great. Christmas is always a good time for an attitude adjustment. 
I’ll leave them to their conscience. 

 (Deadpan) Then I hear, “Dad, your voice is really horrible.” (Directly to 
audience) Yeah, whatever, the acoustics in the Dodge aren’t exactly 
shower-caliber. I’m about to come out with a smart comment when the 
other one says, “Daddy? Is God’s list the same as Santa’s list?”  

 So—okay, I deserved that.  

 You know, I honestly don’t remember what I said after that. I’m sure it 
was pretty profound. Actually, it probably wasn’t. But you know what, 
the concept was profound for me—the contrast between how we 
understand good and bad, and the crazy grace of God. 

 So often we look at a mystery of God, and we try to cram it into our 
human way of handling things. Take the Christmas concept. It’s almost 
as if we think, on some unspoken level, that God the Father wanted to 
give us His Son, but that he was just waiting until humanity was good 
enough. And then, bam! One day we crossed that threshold and God 
said (in exaggerated baritone voice), “Okay, humans. You have been very, 
very good this year. Congratulations, you have earned the gift of Jesus.” 

 Sure, sounds ridiculous. It is ridiculous. But I think this whole “trying to 
be good” thing is hardwired into us. The other day I took AJ Christmas 
shopping, and we’re in one of the aisles at a toy store and this woman 
strikes up a conversation with us, about surviving the holidays and all 
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that. She looks at AJ and she’s like, “Have you been good this year?” 
What’s my six-year-old going to say to that? “Sure, when I’m not 
punching my sister on the way to church”? Somewhere we got this 
concept that Christmas is for those who deserve it… and that it’s our 
job to decide who deserves it. 

 But then we have the Bible saying that Christ died for us “while we were 
still sinners.” And that’s not “sinners” as in, “basically decent people who 
mess up from time to time.” That’s “sinners” as in, “created in God’s 
image, chose to walk out on Him, made ourselves his enemies and then 
hung him on a cross.” And the wages of sin is… not the kind of gift you 
want under your tree. What I tried to call “goodness” had earned me 
something— it was death. Death apart from God.  

 (Pause) You want to know what’s crazy about Christmas? God came 
down and gave us the perfect Gift—when we were as bad as we could 
possibly get. It’s God just turning the whole thing inside out. Through 
Jesus, he calls us righteous, he calls us his friends. Saved by grace.  

 So here we are now, in the middle of what we like to call the Christmas 
season. And some things probably won’t change this year. We’ll still 
weather the chaos, do the shopping, open the stuff, throw out the 
fruitcake. (Pause) But here’s what’s going to change. This time, we’ll take 
time to thank God because it’s Christmas, and He has been very, very 
good. 
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